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An Essay on Crimes and Punishments Outline
Introduction
The book "An Essay on Crimes and Punishments" issues various arguments on how society should punish criminals. The author categorizes the various forms of crime according to their severity and the damage they can inflict on society. The author further suggests various means of punishing crime, with tough punishments being allocated for severe crimes. The book dwells on the timing of punishment, with the author arguing that the best punishment is the one given immediately a crime is committed. The book includes an argument that a barbarous society should have stricter ways of punishing crime. The book argues that to prevent crimes, a society must employ strategies accepted by both the law and the society. These laws should ensure that both the mental conditions and physical capabilities of society, in general, are considered. This book is worth reading as it is full of knowledgeable information on punishments and crimes in general.
What you liked most about the book
What I liked most about the book is that the author issues explanations using very simple English and carefully arranges all the ideas so that they are easy to understand. I also like it that the author not only focuses on punishment to reduce crime but explicitly shows open-mindedness towards other forms of crime reduction. The author also explores various crimes so that almost every existing crime can fit in and be linked with the appropriate punishment.
What you disliked about the book
I wouldn't say I like the author's argument that punishment should be public. Beccaria argues that punishments should be "…public, immediate, and necessary…." Individuals who commit crimes should be punished, whether in private or public. Restricting punishment to the public is therefore arbitrary.
Additional thoughts and insights
The author summarizes her views and opinion on crime and punishment as a recap of the entire book. This inspires curiosity in anyone who has not read the book. The author concludes that "severity of punishments ought to be in proportion to the state of the nation. Among a people hardly yet emerged from barbarity, they should be most severe, as strong impressions are required; but, in proportion as the minds of men become softened by their intercourse in society, the severity of punishments should be diminished, if it is intended that the necessary relation between the object and the sensation should be maintained” (Beccaria,1819).
Conclusion
The book is an important read for all who strive to understand the Western penal system. The insights in the book combine ways of punishing crimes while respecting human rights. This review adopts the idea of free will to decree a punishment on the delinquents and renounces old torture and death penalties. The text offers a whole new way of viewing punishment that can be useful in the modern penal system.
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